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The Goliad uranium project is located in north-central Goliad County in the south of Texas. 
According to the application, the project comprises 6 uranium mining leases spanning more 
than1,421 acres.  The project is owned by Uranium Energy Corporation (UEC) and is among the 
company's four in-situ recovery (ISR) uranium projects in south Texas. Production is scheduled 
to begin in 2011. There are approximately 30 ground water wells within 1 km of the proposed 
facility boundary (see attached map). 
 
On December 14, 2010, the TCEQ commissioners voted to grant underground injection control 
(UIC) permits for the uranium mine located 13 miles north of Goliad, Texas. The 
commissioners’ decision came despite an administrative law judge’s recommendation in 
September that further tests be conducted to determine whether mining could cause contaminants 
to seep through a fault line and into an aquifer used for drinking water.  
 
UEC has also submitted a request to the TCEQ to designate an exempted aquifer. An aquifer or 
portion of an aquifer may be designated as an exempted aquifer if it does not currently serve as a 
source of drinking water for human consumption and it will not in the future serve as a source of 
drinking water for human consumption because it is mineral, hydrocarbon or geothermal energy 
bearing with production capability. The aquifer exemption is required before UEC can operate 
the proposed injection wells. UEC requested that a portion of the Goliad Formation be 
designated as an exempt aquifer. The requested exemption would apply from a depth of 45 to 
404 feet and would extend over the approximately 423.8 acre area covered in Goliad County 
under the proposed injection well area permit. 
 
The proposed mine would involve pumping a solution of water, bicarbonate, sodium hydroxide 
and oxygen or hydrogen peroxide into the layer of earth containing the uranium ore. The solution 
dissolves the uranium and is then pumped back to the surface, where the uranium is transported 
for processing into nuclear fuel (process is called in-situ leaching or ISL Method).  
 
EPA Region 6 received the formal application for the Goliad exemption from TCEQ on May 27, 

2011.  Region 6 participated in a meeting hosted by the Goliad County Groundwater 
Conservation District on August 4, 2011, to address the concerns of the community and inspect 
some of the water wells reported in the vicinity of the proposed mine. 
 
On August 29, 2011, EPA received TCEQ’s response to findings by Region 6 that two 
applications for aquifer exemptions, in Goliad and Duval counties respectively, were incomplete. 
Because of the presence of drinking water wells in proximity to the proposed exemptions, 
Region 6 requested additional information, in the form of ground water modeling. The modeling, 
which has not been requested for previous applications, is necessary to ascertain if the aquifers 
are acting as current sources of drinking water for any of the surrounding drinking water wells. 
Attached are communications between the Region and TCEQ regarding this matter. 
 



On December 2, 2011, Region 6 staff met with UEC representatives at UEC's request.  The need 
for ground water modeling was discussed and UEC agreed to consider providing the modeling.  
Region 6 staff are willing to work closely with UEC to determine the appropriate conditions for 
the modeling effort. 
 
There is no regulatory deadline for EPA to act upon this application. 


